
   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Lesson 1: The Good Shepherd + the Gate (Condensed Version) 

JESUS OPENED THE WAY OF SALVATION (Scripture: John 10:1-15) 
   
 Objectives: To explain that: * God created people to know and love him as their king and to take care of the world he had made. *But sin and death 

entered the world when Adam and Eve rejected God as king.  Sin is thoughts, words and actions that disobey God’s good will.  Sin separates us from God 
and his Kingdom and leads to death. *Jesus is the Gate.  He opened the way of salvation into God’s Kingdom through his death on the cross and the 
resurrection.   *Jesus is our Good Shepherd. He wants us to follow him, to trust and obey him, so he can give us life that is filled with joy, hope and peace! 

Lesson Props:  Year 1 – Lesson 1, Creation poster; Several cotton balls representing sheep. Optional large version of story picture on pg. 3 
Lesson Summary:  (Show Year 1, Lesson 1 – Creation Poster).  The Bible says that in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
God’s creation was good and full of love and life because God is love and life.  God created people to know and love him as their king and to 
take care of the world he had made (Put away Creation poster).  This year we are going to talk about Life in God’s Kingdom as we follow Jesus 
our Forever King. Today, we will talk about Entering the Kingdom.  The green area on this poster represents GOD’s KINGDOM, where God is 
King and his good and loving will is done.  In God’s kingdom there is LOVE and LIFE. The grey section represents life without God where 
people are ruled by SIN. Sin entered the world when Adam and Eve rejected God as King and decided to be rulers of their own lives.  Sin is 
thoughts, words and actions that disobey God’s good will.  Sin separates us from God and his Kingdom and leads to eternal DEATH. Because 
we are sinful, we cannot enter into God’s Kingdom by ourselves.  But the good news is that God loved us so much that he sent his Son Jesus 
to rescue us! Jesus took the penalty for our sin when died on the CROSS, and he conquered death when he rose from the grave.  Through his 
death and resurrection, he opened the gate for us to go into God’s Kingdom and have new life (point to the green section).  Jesus is the gate. 
There is no other way into God’s Kingdom. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus rescued us from sin and death.  This is called 
SALVATION. Jesus has saved us! Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd (point to picture of shepherd). He also compared the Kingdom of 
God to a sheep pen - a fenced-in area where the shepherd leads his sheep and keeps them safe. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, wants to lead us, 
his sheep, through the gate into his Kingdom (show cotton ball sheep moving from the grey section through the cross/gate into green 
section). Jesus loves us so much! He wants us to follow him, to trust and obey him, so he can give us life, both now and forever. Life that is 
filled with joy, hope and peace!  Prayer: Thank you, Lord Jesus, that you opened a way for us to enter your wonderful Kingdom. Thank you 
that you died on the cross for our sin, and you rose from the dead to give us new life. Thank you that you want to give us life that is filled with 
joy, hope and peace. Lord Jesus, help us to follow you, our Good Shepherd, and our Forever King. (ACTION:  For the younger children, give each child a 

cotton ball and let them walk the cotton ball from the grey section, through the cross into God’s Kingdom, green section, where there is love and life).  
 

"I Wonder" Questions:  What do you see in this picture? (Point to picture of shepherd) This picture shows us that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  
*I wonder why he is sitting at the entrance of the sheepfold.   *I wonder why there is a green section. * I wonder why there is a grey section.   
* I wonder why there is a crown. Let’s find out more in our story…. 

Suggested Questions:     What does this story tell us about God? (He loves us and wants us to have his life that is filled with joy, hope and 
peace.)  *What is God’s Kingdom?  (Where God is king and his good and loving will is done) *What separates us from God and keeps us outside his 
kingdom?  (Sin which is thoughts, words and actions that disobey God’s good will) *How did Jesus open the way into God’s Kingdom for us? (Through dying 

for our sin on the cross and bringing us new life through his resurrection.) *Is there any other way into God’s Kingdom? (No, Jesus is the only way) 
*Who is our Good Shepherd? (Jesus)   

Bible Memory Verse:  “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6 NIV) 
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Lesson 2:  The Lost Son    (Condensed Version) 

GRACE/REPENTANCE/FORGIVENESS (Scripture: Luke 15: 11-24) 

Objectives: To explain that: * Because of our sin we deserve death, but God has given us his life and love instead. That is called “grace”. Grace is God’s 
undeserved love for us. *Repentance means having a change of heart, turning from sin, and serving God. It is part of receiving the free gift of salvation 
through Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us to repent and trust and obey Jesus.  *God receives us with open arms and forgives us when we repent. 
arms and forgives us because Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  This is called grace. 

Lesson Props: Bible (NIRV version recommended), Bag of coins.  Optional large version of story picture on pg. 3   
Lesson Summary:  Have you ever heard of a U-turn?  That is, when a driver discovers he is going down the road the WRONG WAY and 
decides to turn around and go back the right way?  Today we are going to hear about a young man who was living life the wrong way and he 
decided to make a big U-turn!  It is also about his father who was always hoping and waiting for his son to come back home. Jesus told this 
story to explain that our Heavenly Father always welcomes us when we turn back to him. Let’s read this story from the Bible. (Read Luke 15: 
11-24)  As we heard, the younger son left his father and went to another country and wasted all his inheritance (hold up money bag) on wild 
and sinful living.  He had nothing left and was starving.  His sin almost destroyed him.  But when the son decided to return to his father and 
ask for forgiveness, his father welcomed him with open arms (point to lost son picture).  Just like the son in the story, we have all gone away 
from God and have chosen to rule our own lives instead of obeying God.  Sin destroys us.  It leads to separation from God and eternal death 
which in the Bible is called Hell.  But in the story the father still loved the son even though he didn’t deserve it. We don’t deserve our 
Heavenly Father’s love either. Because of our sin we deserve death, but God has given us his life and love instead. That is called GRACE. 
(point to GRACE)   GRACE is God’s undeserved love for us. God’s love and salvation through Jesus is a free gift to us that we don’t deserve. In 
order to receive the father’s love, the son had to turn from his sin and go back to his father. We can also turn from our sin and come back to 
God, our Heavenly Father. This is called REPENTANCE. (point to REPENTANCE arrow below cross) This looks like a U-turn arrow because we 
have a change of heart and turn away from our sin and selfishness. We turn back to God, ask his forgiveness, and start serving God and doing 
what is good. Repentance is part of receiving the free gift of Salvation through Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us to repent and trust and obey 
Jesus. What a loving Heavenly Father we have who invites us to live with him in his wonderful kingdom forever, where we can have life with 
joy, hope and peace!        
 

Review and "I Wonder" Questions: This picture shows us a green section that represents God’s Kingdom, where God is king and his good and 
loving will is done. In God’s Kingdom we enjoy his love and life. The grey section represents life without God, where we are ruled by sin. Sin 
leads to death. That means that sin separates us from God and his life. We enter God’s Kingdom through the cross.  Jesus opened a gate for 
us when he died on the cross and rose from the dead.  Through Jesus, we have forgiveness of our sins and new life.  
*I wonder who the young man is with the ragged clothes.  *I wonder who the old man is. *I wonder why he is welcoming the ragged looking 
man. Let’s find out more in our story…. 

Suggested Questions:   What does this story tell us about God? (He is our Heavenly Father who loves us and wants us to repent of our sins and turn back to 

him and trust and obey Jesus, he forgives us and gives us eternal life).  *What does sin do to us? (destroys us, separates us from God, leads to eternal death) *What 
does the word “grace” mean? (It is God’s undeserved love for us. Because we have sinned, we deserve death, but God has given us the free gift of his life and love 

instead.) *How can God forgive our sin and rescue us from death? (God forgives our sin and saves us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. This salvation is a 

free gift of grace that God offers us because he loves us.). *What does repentance mean?  (Having a change of heart, turning from sin and serving God.)   
 
Bible Memory Verse: “When you sin, the pay you get is death.  But God gives you the gift of eternal life.  That’s because of what Christ Jesus 
our Lord has done.”  Romans 6:23 NIRV 
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Lesson 3: Jesus and Zacchaeus   (Condensed Version) 

SEEK AND SAVE THE LOST/FAITH (Scripture: Luke 19: 1-10) 

Objectives: To explain that:  *Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Everyone has sinned and is lost without Jesus. *Zacchaeus was saved from sin and 
death and received new life when he put his faith in Jesus. To have faith in Jesus means to trust and obey him. *Repentance and faith are both part of 
receiving the free gift of salvation through Jesus. *When we receive Jesus like Zacchaeus did, it changes us, because Jesus’ love for us changes our hearts. 
*Zacchaeus was saved by grace. He received the free gift of salvation, not because he deserved it, but because Jesus came to seek and save the lost. 

Suggested Questions:     What does this story tell us about Jesus? (He came to look for the lost and save them.) *Who are the lost that Jesus 
came to seek and save? (Everyone. We are all sinners who are lost without Jesus.) *Did Zacchaeus repent?  (Yes, he had a change of heart and turned from his 

sin and started following Jesus.) * What is faith? (To trust and obey Jesus. It is part of receiving the free gift of salvation through Jesus.) *How does God’s love 
change us? (It changes our hearts and make us want to live for God and do good to other people.) *How did Jesus’ love change Zacchaeus?  (His heart changed, 

and he became generous. Zacchaeus gave back what he owed and more!)  * *What does the flashlight remind us about? (Jesus came to seek and save the lost) 
 

Review and "I Wonder" Questions: We have learned that God made us to know him as our King and enjoy his love and life. But our sin 
separates us from God and leads to eternal death. We enter God’s Kingdom through the cross. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 
we have forgiveness of sin and can enter into the life in God’s Kingdom. This is called salvation. Grace is God’s undeserved love for us. God’s 
love and salvation through Jesus is a free gift to us that we don’t deserve. Repentance means having a change of heart, turning from sin, and 
serving God. Repentance is part of receiving the free gift of salvation through Jesus. 
*I wonder why there is a man in the tree   *I wonder what Jesus is saying to the man in the tree. Let’s find out more in our story…. 

Bible Memory Verse:  “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”  Luke 19:10 ESV  
(Note:  The expression “The Son of Man” is a name that Jesus often used for himself, and it refers to him).  
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Lesson Props:  Bag of coins.  Flashlight. Optional large version of story picture on pg. 3   
Lesson Summary:  In today’s Bible story, there was a Jewish tax collector named Zacchaeus.  When he collected the taxes, he would often 
take extra money from the people and keep it for himself.  What is another word for taking money that does not belong to you?  (stealing).  
Yes, Zacchaeus had stolen a lot of money from the people (show bag of coins).  One day Jesus was passing through the town where 
Zacchaeus lived.  Many people gathered in the streets, but Zacchaeus was a short man, so he had to climb a tree to see Jesus (point to 
Zacchaeus in the tree). But Jesus had actually come to look for Zacchaeus! When Jesus saw him in the tree, he called, “Zacchaeus, come 
down! For I must be a guest in your home today.”  Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus and repented of his sin and received God’s forgiveness. He 
gave half of what he owned to the poor and paid back four times the amount he stole.  (turn on flashlight symbolizing Jesus seeking people) 
In our memory verse Jesus said he came to seek and save “the lost”. Who are the lost that Jesus came to seek and save? Yes, every human 
being. People like you and me and Zacchaeus. We have all sinned and are lost without Jesus! (point to flashlight symbol) This flashlight 
symbol reminds us that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Zacchaeus was saved from sin and death. (point to sin and death) He received 
new life when he put his faith in Jesus. To have FAITH in Jesus means to trust and obey him. (point to FAITH arrow) We have this faith arrow 
next to the repentance arrow, because repentance and faith are both part of receiving the free gift of salvation through Jesus. When we 
receive Jesus like Zacchaeus did, it changes us because Jesus’ love for us changes our hearts.  It sure changed Zacchaeus! He decided to pay 
back everything he had stolen from people and more! (show money bag)  But being generous is not what saved Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was 
saved by grace. He received the free gift of salvation, not because he deserved it, but because Jesus came to seek and save the lost. 
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Lesson 4: The Lifegiving Water of Baptism     (Condensed Version) 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (Scripture: Acts 2:38 -39) 
 

Objectives: To explain that: *Baptism is a sacrament.  A sacrament is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.  Water is the outward 
and visible sign in baptism.  *In baptism, the inward and spiritual grace is that God washes away my sin, gives me his Holy Spirit and new life in Christ.  God 
also joins me to himself and the church in a special way and enables me to live in his Kingdom forever. *God uses the outward and visible sign to help us 
know that we received the inward and spiritual grace. *The Old Testament story of Noah points forward to the sacrament of baptism.   

Lesson Props: Jug of water and bowl. Optional large version of story picture on pg. 3   
Lesson Summary:  (hold up jug of water) What do we normally use water for? (Children’s responses) Yes, one thing we use water for is 
washing our bodies.  We wash the outside of our bodies with water, but in baptism God uses water to clean us on the inside.  In baptism God 
forgives all the sins in our heart. Remember the story about Noah and the ark?  (Point to ark) God used the flood water to wash away the sin 
and wickedness on earth.  This was a picture pointing forward to how God would use the water of baptism to wash away the sin inside us.  
Baptism is a sacrament. (Point to the word sacrament) The word “sacrament” means that God uses something visible that is outside of us to 
do something spiritual inside us.  In the sacrament of baptism, the outside visible thing God uses is the water. (Pour water into bowl) The 
spiritual things that happen inside us in baptism are:  We have forgiveness (we are washed clean of sin); the Holy Spirit comes to live inside 
us; we are given new life in Christ Jesus; and we are joined to Christ and the Church in a special way.   
Why does God use water in baptism?  It is because when we see and feel the water touching the outside of our bodies, it helps us to know 
that God is doing a spiritual work inside us.   
Jesus has saved us, and we receive his free gift of salvation by repenting of our sins, putting our faith in Jesus, and being baptized.  We 
become a child of God. We start loving, obeying, and following Jesus.  He will be our King and we will live with him in his Kingdom forever.  
Baptism is a wonderful event that everyone in the church celebrates! Sometimes babies are baptized, and sometimes older children or adults 
are baptized. If you haven't yet been baptized, then talk about it with your parents or grandparents or whoever brings you to church. When 
you are baptized, ALL of us in the church will celebrate with you! 
       
 

Review and "I Wonder" Questions: (point to relevant symbols) We have learned that God made us to know him as our King and enjoy his 
love and life. But our sin separates us from God and leads to eternal death. Because of sin we are lost, we cannot enter God’s Kingdom by 
ourselves, so Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we have forgiveness of sin and can enter into 
life in God’s Kingdom. We are saved by grace. Grace is God’s undeserved love for us. Through repentance, faith, and baptism, we receive the 
free gift of salvation through Jesus. Repentance means having a change of heart, turning from sin, and serving God. Faith means to trust and 
obey Jesus. Today we will talk about what baptism means.  *I wonder why there is a boat in the stormy waters.  Let’s find out in our lesson…. 

Suggested Questions:     What does this lesson tell us about Jesus? (He wants us to repent, have faith in him, and be baptized. He gives us new life, we are 

joined to Christ and the Church in baptism, he wants us to follow him)  *What does the word sacrament mean? (It means that God uses something visible that is 

outside of us to bring his spiritual life inside us)  *Is baptism a sacrament? (Yes)  *Why does God use water in baptism? (Because he wants us to know that 

he is washing us clean inside.)  *What happens inside of us when we are baptized? (We have forgiveness (we are washed clean of sin); the Holy Spirit comes to 

live inside us; we are given new life in Christ Jesus; and we are joined to Christ and the Church in a special way.)  

Bible Memory Verse:  “Repent and be baptized…in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 2:38) 
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